
A Brief History of Holyrood & The Tea Garden

Recorded settlement in Holyrood began in the late 1700s; however “Holyrode” 
appeared on a map of Newfoundland published in 1675.  Some of our earliest 
settlers hailed from the Channel Islands of Jersey & Gurnesey & today we have 
names like Besso, Devereaux, Hawco, LaCour, Lewis, Veitch to remind us of this 
heritage.  However, by far the biggest impact was the “Irish Invasion” that took 
place from 1790 to 1820 when some twenty to thirty thousand Irish fisherman & 
farmers settled in and around the bays of Newfoundland.  Holyrood was largely 
populated by this invasion, and one James Kelly settled a piece of property on 
the south shore of Holyrood where the Tea Garden sits.  The legacy of James 
Kelly has passed down through Doyle, O’Brien, Carroll, LaCour, and now Hunt.

The grandson and great-grandson of Kelly, James & John Carroll operated a 
substantial fishing supply business from the waterside area of the property, 
outfitting schooners with supplies, bait and ice for both Labrador & Grand Bank 
fisheries.  Carrolls are credited with creating the first mechanical cold storage 
plant in Newfoundland.

In conjunction with the fish supply business, Jack Carroll enjoyed a lucrative rum 
running business during the Prohibition era of the 1920’s.  However one of his 
caches of rum, which was buried under the front Tea Garden lawn, was 
discovered by the Customs people and spelled the end of his rum-running career.  
He told many tales of his rum-running escapades, but he summed it all up when 
he explained “it was the Depression and there was not much for people to do.  
We ran rum, which gave us a job; then there were the men who tried to catch us, 
and that gave them a job too.”

Jack Carroll sold this piece of property to his friend Olaf Olsen, a Norwegian 
whaling captain, who had this house built by John & Theo LaCour in 1931 as his 
country retreat and reminiscent of his Norway home.  In 1934 Olsen had the 
rock wall erected from stones around the property.  From one of his whaling 
stations he shipped in a pair of lower jaw bones from a right (baleen) whale that 
still forms an arch over the driveway. 

Brendan (descendent of James Kelly) & Marie Hunt acquired the property in 
1991 as a home for their investment firm.  In 2003, Marie opened the Tea Garden 
restaurant overlooking what James Kelly had settled 200 years ago.  Since then 
thousands of people have been able to enjoy the sun dancing over the waters of 
Holyrood harbour…

The Tea Garden

LUNCH



Lunch
Pan Fried Cod  Fresh from the sea, fried to perfection, fluffy and white, 

enhanced with scrunchions ! ! ! ! $ 18 
! ! ! ! ! ! !          

Cod au Gratin  Tender flakes of cod enveloped in a creamy cheese sauce 
topped with cheddar ! ! ! ! ! $ 18

 Fish Cakes  A tea Garden signature. These cakes combine potato, fresh 
cod, and a secret blend of spices to make Marg's marvellous fish 
cakes one of our most popular menu items! ! $ 18

 Pot Pie  Just like Nan used to make. A hearty chicken stew made with 
fresh vegetables and topped with a light flakey pastry!$ 16

 Lasagne  A classic favourite, perfected by Robin. 
! Your choice of meat or vegetarian! ! ! $ 16

 Fettuccine Alfredo  Served with veggies or plain. Made with fresh 
parmesan, of course! ! ! ! ! $ 15

 ! ! with chicken! ! ! ! ! $ 17

 French Onion Soup  A house favourite; ! ! ! $ 14

 Steak Sandwich  Hungry lunch - slices of mouth watering steak, 
! sauteed vegetables, topped with melted cheese 
! on a toasted bun! ! ! ! ! $ 17

 Our Light Lunch  A combo of salad greens and seasonal 
! berries nestled with cottage cheese and pineapple 
! and a side of light dressing! ! ! ! $ 15

Most items served with your choice of garden salad, Caesar salad, 
or hot vegetable medley of the day

(Prices subject to change)
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Beverages 

Iced Tea, Milk, Juice! $ 2.50
Tea, Coffee! $ 2.50
Soft Drinks! $ 2.50
Perrier! $ 3.50
Domestic Beer! $ 5
Imported Beer! $ 6
Newfoundland Beer! $ 6
Breezers! $ 7
High Balls! $ 7-10
Cocktails! $ 8-10
Specialty Coffees! $ 10

Wine and Cocktail List available

 ! ! ! ! Desserts! ! ! $ 6

A choice of... 
! Our Signature Bread Pudding
! Delicious apple crisp
! Our fruit cobblers 
! ...or desserts featuring seasonal fare


